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Abstract. Whether deterministic or stochastic, models can be viewed as functions designed to ap-
proximate a specific quantity of interest. We propose a data-driven framework that aggregates pre-
dictions from diverse models into a single, more accurate output. This aggregation approach exploits
each model’s strengths to enhance overall accuracy. It is non-intrusive—treating models as black-
box functions—model-agnostic, requires minimal assumptions, and can combine outputs from a wide
range of models, including those from machine learning and numerical solvers. We argue that the ag-
gregation process should be point-wise linear and propose two methods to find an optimal aggregate:
Minimal Error Aggregation (MEA), which minimizes the aggregate’s prediction error, and Minimal
Variance Aggregation (MVA), which minimizes its variance. While MEA is inherently more accurate
when correlations between models and the target quantity are perfectly known, Minimal Empirical
Variance Aggregation (MEVA), an empirical version of MVA—consistently outperforms Minimal Em-
pirical Error Aggregation (MEEA), the empirical counterpart of MEA, when these correlations must
be estimated from data. The key difference is that MEVA constructs an aggregate by estimating model
errors, while MEEA treats the models as features for direct interpolation of the quantity of interest.
This makes MEEA more susceptible to overfitting and poor generalization, where the aggregate may
underperform individual models during testing. We demonstrate the versatility and effectiveness of our
framework in various applications, such as data science and partial differential equations, showing how
it successfully integrates traditional solvers with machine learning models to improve both robustness
and accuracy.

1. Introduction

Many challenges in scientific computing and Machine Learning (ML) involve approximating functions
using models. These models can vary significantly, ranging from numerical solvers that integrate differen-
tial equations to various ML methods and other approximation techniques. Their performance can differ
widely across different benchmarks, as seen in the Imagenet leaderboards [24]. In some cases, no single
model outperforms others across all scenarios; each has its own strengths and weaknesses. For instance, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report on model evaluation [15] highlights numerous
evaluation metrics, showing that different models excel in different areas. When multiple models are avail-
able to predict the same quantity of interest, a key challenge arises: how can their predictions be combined
most effectively? Ensembling ML models is a well-established practice with many successful applications,
such as bagging, boosting, and Mixture of Experts (MoE) [28]. Gradient boosting, in particular, is widely
regarded for its effectiveness, combining simplicity and accuracy in data analysis [7]. Most ensembling
methods focus on training strategies that build and combine multiple models [28]. However, methods for
aggregating predictions from existing models are less developed and often rely on simplistic techniques like
averaging [13]. This highlights the need for more advanced approaches to aggregate predictions to better
exploit diverse models’ unique strengths.

In this work, we present a method for aggregating predictions from any model, with minimal assumptions
about their nature, treating them as arbitrary input-output functions, whether deterministic or stochastic.
Our approach broadens the scope of model aggregation beyond machine learning and data analysis, enabling
the integration of diverse methods (e.g., in scientific computing) aimed at estimating the same target
quantities. In Section 3, we demonstrate that effective aggregation should be point-wise linear. To achieve
this, we explore training the aggregate by directly minimizing its empirical error, a method we call Minimal
Empirical Error Aggregation (MEEA). However, as we illustrate through pathological examples in Sections
3.2.1 and 3.2.2, as well as in the computations presented in Section 3.3, MEEA may simply turn individual
models into features for interpolating the target and thereby suffer from overfitting and poor generalization.
To address these shortcomings, we propose a new approach, Minimal Empirical Variance Aggregation
(MEVA), which aggregates models by estimating their errors, as detailed in Section 4. Figure 1 provides
an overview of the aggregation methods discussed. We validate our approach on a data science task in
Section 5.1 and two operator learning tasks in Section 5.1. In all cases, MEVA outperforms direct error
minimization, resulting in an aggregate model that is more robust and effective than any individual model.

2. Related work

Ensemble methods combine multiple models to improve accuracy. They can be broadly categorized
into fusion and selection [28]. In the fusion setting, models are trained on the entire input space, and
their output is combined, often using a weighted average. Examples include Bagging [9], random forests
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Point-wise linear aggregation (sec. 3.1)
MA(x) = α(x)TM(x)

Minimal Empirical Error
Aggregation (MEEA) (sec. 3.2)

Minimal Empirical Variance
Aggregation (MEVA) (sec. 4)

MEVA through error estimation
(sec. 4.4)

MEVA through direct
variance minimization (sec. 4.5)

No assumption and error
minimization (6)

Assumption on the error (13)
M(x) = Y (x)1+ Z(x)

E[Z] = 0 and Cov(Z(x)) = A(x)

Estimate A(x) using (19) and
invert to get α using (14)

Minimize sample variance
of the aggregate (33)

Figure 1. The different empirical aggregation methods presented in this paper and the
main equations to justify them.

[10], and boosting [26]. In selection methods, local experts are trained, and their output is selected based
on whether the input belongs to their domain of expertise. Mixture of Experts (MoE) [21] are selection
methods where multiple experts and a gating model that selects responses are jointly trained. While in-
spired by these methods, our approach assumes the models are already trained and focuses solely on their
aggregation. Consequently, our framework must be able to aggregate both strong and weak models. In the
ensembling literature, weak models perform slightly better than random chance and are simple to train,
while strong models perform better but are more expensive to train [25].
The simplest way to combine multiple model predictions is by averaging them, as in [14]. More generally,
aggregations often use a linear combination of the predictions, which will be theoretically justified, espe-
cially in Gaussian cases, in section 3.1. The combination weights may be constant, as in gradient boosting
[26], or output-dependent. In that case, they can be set by a probabilistic model [23] or be trained. [18]
uses trainable MoE layers to combine features of different experts.
A growing trend is to apply statistical inference/ML methods in scientific computing [22, 6, 12, 8]. In
this work, we use a statistical/ML framework to aggregate methods, even if they may not be inherently
inference/ML-based.

3. The minimal error aggregation

In this section, we motivate the use of aggregation techniques with an ideal case (section 3.1), as well as
the use of a specific form of aggregation in equation (2) and a minimal error aggregation loss (6). However,
we will see, through two pathological examples in section 3.2 and a computation in the Gaussian Process
(GP) case in section 3.3, that this direct loss (6) should not be used.

3.1. Best linear aggregate when model correlations are known. An effective way to derive an
aggregation method is to define it as optimal with respect to a specific loss function. If the target function
Y (x) and the models Mi(x) are viewed as random variables on the same probability space, a commonly
used loss function closely related to concepts like conditional expectation is the Mean Square Error (MSE).
In this context, an aggregated model MA(x) can be defined as any measurable function of the models that
minimizes the expected squared error:

MA(x) := argmin
f measurable

E
[
(Y (x)− f(M1(x), ..,Mn(x))

2] = E [Y (x) |M1(x), ..,Mn(x) ] , (1)

where the second equality follows from the L2 characterization of conditional expectation. While computing
the conditional expectation can be intractable [1], this computation reduces to solving a linear system in the
Gaussian case. Specifically, if the vector (Y (x),M1(x), . . . ,Mn(x)) is Gaussian with mean 0 (see remark
below), then the conditional expectation in the equation above is a linear combination of the models’
outputs. [23] uses this assumption to aggregate Gaussian processes. [4] demonstrates that any consistent
and rational aggregation of models must be a weighted average that is point-wise linear. Finally, many
ensembling methods (random forest [10], MoE [27]) also use a linear combination of models. Motivated by
this, we restrict our aggregation approach to a pointwise linear combination of the models:

MA(x) = α∗(x)TM(x) (2)
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With this simplification, aggregation can be achieved by determining the Minimal Error Aggregation
(MEA) α∗(x) such that:

α∗(x) = argmin
α∈Rn

E
[
(Y (x)− αTM(x))2

]
(3)

By definition, the MEA is the best possible point-wise linear aggregation. A simple computation yields
the following form for the aggregation

MA(x) = E
[
Y (x)M(x)T

]
E
[
M(x)M(x)T

]−1

M(x) (4)

This equation reveals that the MEA requires knowledge of both the correlation matrix of the models,
E
[
M(x)M(x)T

]
, as well as the correlation between the models and the target E [Y (x)M(x)]. In the next

section, we will demonstrate that the aggregated model can achieve exceptional performance when these
correlations are perfectly known.

Remark. In the general case with non-zero mean, the aggregation of a Gaussian vector would be affine.
Moreover, other methods, such as boosting [26], use affine aggregation instead. Since we do not assume
anything on the models, affine coefficients can be recovered by adding an extra constant model, i.e. by
a linear aggregation of M̃(x) = (M(x), 1). In section 3.2, we will see that this can lead to catastrophic
failure for empirical error minimization. Section 4.4 shows that empirical variance minimization provides
a more robust approach for estimating bias.

3.1.1. Aggregating PDE solvers in the Gaussian setting. We consider here a best-case scenario for
MEA. [12] introduces a Gaussian processes framework for solving Partial Differential Equations (PDE)der
the Laplace equation as a simple example:{

−∆u(x) = f(x) for x ∈ [−1, 1]2

u(x) = g(x) for x ∈ ∂([−1, 1]2)
(5)

Place a Gaussian prior ξ ∼ N (0,K) on the solution where K is a Radial Basis Function (RBF) kernel.
Given interior collocation points Xi ∈ [−1, 1]2 and boundary collocation points Xb

j ∈ ∂([−1, 1]2), we will
approximate the solution u with the Gaussian process estimator û = E

[
ξ
∣∣−∆ξ(X) = f(X), ξ(Xb) = g(Xb)

]
.

Fixing the boundary collocation points, sample 100 sets of 60 interior collocation points X(k) to obtain
100 different models of the solution of the PDE, that we will denote

û(k) := E
[
ξ
∣∣∣−∆ξ(X(k)) = f(X(k)), ξ(Xb) = g(Xb)

]
.

Collocation points are sampled according to the uniform distribution in the domain and independently
across points and sets. Since the conditional means E

[
ξ
∣∣∣−∆ξ(X(k)), ξ(Xb)

]
are also Gaussian, we can

employ representer formulas for aggregating these models according to (4) by taking Y (x) = ξ(x) and
Mk(x) = E

[
ξ(x)

∣∣∣−∆ξ(X(k)), ξ(Xb)
]
. Since the resulting approach reduces to nested kriging [23], (4)

is not only the best (in mean squared error) linear aggregate. It is also the best non-linear aggregate
of all models. Figure 2 shows the results of this experiment. While the individual models are far from
approximating the solution because of the low number of collocation points chosen, the aggregate 2d is
very close to the true solution. It performs significantly better than any individual models used in the
aggregation. We may also note that averaging over all models does not reach the same level of accuracy.
This example shows that there can be massive improvements in aggregation performance from a simple
method, such as averaging, by optimally incorporating information about covariances across models and
between models and the target.

(a) (b) (c) (d)

Figure 2. (a) Real solution of the PDE (b) One of the models aggregated (c) Uniform
average of all models (d) Proposed aggregate (4)
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3.2. Data-driven aggregation. We will now consider the situation where the quantities E [Y (x)M(x)]
and E

[
M(x)M(x)T

]
required for the best linear aggregate (4) may be ill-defined (e.g., because the under-

lying models are not stochastic) or difficult to estimate. In this situation, a natural alternative approach
is to estimate the aggregation coefficients α∗ appearing in (2) directly from data by a minimizer α̂ of a
(possibly regularized) empirical version of the loss (3):

α̂ = argmin
a∈H

∑N

i=1

∣∣Y i − a(Xi)TM(Xi)
∣∣2 + λ∥a∥2H , (6)

where the (Xi, Y i := Y (Xi)) are N data points; H is a set of functions, such as a Reproducing Kernel
Hilbert Space (RKHS), a set of functions obtained via gradient boosting or from a neural network archi-
tecture; λ ≥ 0 and ∥a∥2H is a regularizing norm (e.g., an RKHS norm). We call this aggregation Minimal
Empirical Error Aggregation (MEEA). While this transition from expected loss to empirical loss may seem
well-founded, it can introduce a significant loss of information. The following section showcases two patho-
logical examples that exhibit unexpected behavior due to this loss of information. In both cases, we set
up a regression problem with a target Y (x) ∈ R, for x ∈ R. We have two types of models: a good model
MG and bad models MB . Using data, we try to aggregate these models and showcase why the empirical
loss (6) may not be suitable for ensembling models from data.

3.2.1. A dubious trend. This first example is a basic aggregation with linear coefficients. Figure 3a
represents the results of this experiment. We pick:

Y (x) = 2x+ cos(3πx)

MG(x) = Y (x) + ϵ(x) where ϵ(x) ∼ N (0, 0.2)

MB(x) = 1

(7)

We also choose a linear aggregation, which means that we will find aG, aB , bG, bB s.t. α̂(x) = (aGx +
bG, aBx+ bB) ∈ R2. Finally, we pick some trick data X = (0.8− 2/3 ∗ 4, 0.8− 2/3 ∗ 3, .., 0.8,−0.8,−0.8 +
2/3 ∗ 1, ..,−0.8+2/3 ∗ 4) so that the Y (Xi) = Y i form a line. We may see that MG has a lower error than
MB on each Xi by evaluating the models at these data points. Thus, we expect an aggregation method to
use the good model primarily in the aggregation. However, the opposite behavior is observed. Minimizing
the loss (6) with λ = 0, we obtain that the coefficient on the good model is 0, so MG is completely ignored,
which is counterintuitive. Instead, the aggregate uses the bad model, MB , to directly estimate Y by linear
regression. This shows that the MEEA simply employs models as features to interpolate the data points
instead of weighting each model according to its estimated accuracy.

(a) Pathological example described in section 3.2.1 (b) Pathological example described in section 3.2.2

Figure 3. Pathological examples. Both share the same structure. Top: the models,
truth, and the aggregate. Bottom: coefficients α̂

3.2.2. Unknown region. In this second example illustrated in Figure 3b we select
Y (x) = 3 cos(2πx)

MG(x) = Y (x) + ϵ(x) where ϵ(x) ∼ N (0, 0.3)

M1
B(x) = 3

M2
N (x) = −3

. (8)

Write M = (MG,MB ,MN )T for the vector defined by the three models. It is common for aggregation
methods, such as MoE, to constrain α̂ to be a convex combination, which we implement here by seeking
an aggregate of the form MA(x) = Softmax(α̂(x))TM(x)) where Softmax(α̂(x))k := exp(α̂k(x))∑3

j=1 exp(α̂j(x))
. To
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identify the functions α̂k we sample N = 100 points Xi uniformly in [−1,−0.5]∪ [0.5, 1] leaving the region
[−0.5, 0.5] with no data and we then minimize

min
α1,α2,α3∈Hκ

∑N

i=1
(Y (Xi)− Softmax(α̂(Xi))

TM(Xi))
2 + λ

∑3

k=1
∥αk∥2κ (9)

where κ is an RBF kernel and ∥ · ∥κ is its associated RKHS norm. Using the representer theorem, we
obtain that minimizers of (9) are of the form α̂k(x) =

∑N
i=1 κ(x,Xi)v

k
i where the coefficients vk ∈ RN

minimize the reduced optimization problem

min
v1,v2,v3∈RN

∑N

i=1
(Y (Xi)− Softmax(α̂(Xi))

TM(Xi))
2 + λ

∑3

k=1
vk

T
κ(X,X)vk (10)

where κ(X,X)i,j = κ(Xi, Xj). In this example, the good model is consistently better than the bad models
over the entire dataset. Nevertheless, our aggregate fits the dataset perfectly. Still, it fails to learn how
the different models behave, leading to poor performance outside the dataset despite having a model with
good performance everywhere. This pathological behavior arises because the aggregate fails to account for
model errors in its approximation of Y .

3.3. Aggregation using vector-valued Gaussian processes and matrix-valued kernels. We will
now model aggregation as vector-valued Gaussian process regression to elucidate the pathologies observed
in the two abovementioned examplesminder on this vector/matrix-valued generalization of GPs/kernels [2]
is provided in appendix A. We choose a matrix-valued kernel K : X×X → Rn×n, and write HK for its asso-
ciated Reproducing Kernel Hilbert Space (RKHS). Given the data (Y (X1),M(X1)), . . . , (Y (XN ),M(XN ))
we approximate the aggregation coefficients in (2) with

α̂ = argmin
α∈HK

∑N

i=1

[
Y (xi)− α(xi)

TM(xi)
]2

+ λ∥α∥2HK
. (11)

(11) then yields the following aggregate (see Appendix B):

MA(x) = α̂(x)TM(x) = k̃(x,X)(k̃(X,X) + λI)−1Y (12)

where k̃(x, y) = M(x)TK(x, y)M(y). This is also the GP regressor MA = E [ξ |ξ(X) = Y +N (0, λI) ] with
prior ξ ∼ N (0, k̃). This observation is crucial as it shows that the model values are used as a feature for the
regression, as expected. However, it demonstrates that the Mean Empirical Error Aggregate (MEEA) only
tries to regress Y without considering the underlying models’ accuracy. This observation is counterintuitive
as we expect model aggregation to leverage the individual models to approximate the target function better
rather than merely regressing directly to the target. This behavior is particularly evident in pathological
examples, illustrating the limitations of the direct regression approach.

4. Aggregation through error estimation: the Minimal Variance Aggregate (MVA)

We now introduce a different strategy for aggregating models. Since, as observed in section 3.1, pointwise
linear aggregation has many benefits, we will still employ the pointwise linear aggregation formula (2) but
modify the underlying stochastic model to take into account model errors.

4.1. Modelling the error. Our models, represented in the vector M , are assumed to be unbiased esti-
mators of Y . Thus, the errors of each model are interpreted as follows:

M(x) = Y (x)

1
...
1

+ Z(x) where
{

E[Z(x)] = 0
Cov[Z(x)] = A(x)

(13)

where 1 := (1, .., 1)T is the all ones vector. Under this assumption, the unbiased linear estimate of Y (x)
given M(x) with minimal variance, which we call the Minimal Variance Aggregate (MVA) is:

MA(x) =
1
TA(x)−1M(x)

1TA(x)−11
(14)

This aggregation uses the information of the precision matrix to decide how to combine the models. If the
models are indeed unbiased, it is equivalent to the Minimal Error Aggregation (MEA). Despite summing
to 1, the coefficients α(x) are not necessarily positive, giving added flexibility in case models have negative
conditional correlations.
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Unbiased estimators. Since the estimators are unbiased, any linear combination with weights αi(x) s.t.∑n
i=1 αi(x) = 1 is unbiased as well. Thus, the aggregate we choose here is the lowest variance one, i.e.,

the Best Linear Unbiased Estimate (BLUE).

Unlike the MEA, which directly minimizes the L2 loss, this formulation uses an additional assumption,
Gaussian errors Z(x) with zero mean, to obtain the best aggregation through a variance minimization
problem. This variance minimization is done in two steps: first, estimate model errors covariances A(x);
second, aggregate the models using the error estimates and equation (14). It has several advantages:

• It is a probabilistic model of our aggregation. Unlike L2 loss minimization, this approach explicitly
models the error, allowing for more refined reasoning in specific applications, such as in PDE
aggregation.

• It is a pointwise linear aggregation which is required for consistency [3].
• By reframing the aggregation problem as an error estimation challenge, we force the aggregation

approach to consider a model effective if it closely approximates the target.
• With L2 loss minimization, the models and the aggregator aim to estimate the target directly.

As a result, the quality of the aggregate is inherently tied to the performance of the aggregator.
However, when the aggregator focuses solely on the errors without direct observation of the target,
the task becomes effectively divided between target estimation and error estimation.

The following sections describe how to perform Minimal Variance Aggregation (MVA) when the error
covariance matrix A(x) is not known, thus defining the Minimal Empirical Variance Aggregate (MEVA)
in section 4.4.

Independant errors. If models errors are independent then A(x) is diagonal and

MA(x) =

∑n
i=1 piMi(x)∑n

i=1 pi
where A−1(x) = Diag(p1(x), .., pn(x)) (15)

Since A(x) is a covariance matrix, it is positive semi-definite and pi(x) ≥ 0, so (15) is a convex combination.
This is to be contrasted with (14) where the combination may be non convex if model errors are correlated.

4.2. Approximating the covariance matrix. To compute our aggregation, we must compute the
covariance matrix of the error for all x ∈ X from the data. This poses several challenges. First, we must
approximate a symmetric matrix everywhere on the domain, needing n(n+1)/2 coefficients to aggregate n
models. Moreover, we must ensure this matrix is always positive-definite. To simplify the approximation
and to easily enforce the positive-definite condition, we suppose that for all x, A(x) can be diagonalized
using a fixed eigenbasis P . Then, its positive eigenvalues are approximated by eλi(x), where the λi are
functions to be regressed from the data. Thus, we approximate A(x) with

Â(x) = PT


eλ1(x) 0 . . .

0
. . . 0

... 0 eλn(x)

P where

{
PPT = In

λi are regressors
(16)

This formulation has the advantage of symmetrizing the covariance and precision matrix estimation, as
the log-eigenvalues of both matrices are opposite. This is desirable because while we are interested in the
precision matrix, the covariance matrix is easier to estimate.
We will now estimate the covariance matrix. Let Z1, ., ZN be i.i.d. samples of the random variable Z ∈ Rn

such that E [Z] = 0. An unbiased estimate of Cov[Z] is

Â =
1

N

∑N

i=1
Zi(Zi)T (17)

Observe that Â can be identified as the minimizer of the following loss involving the Frobenius norm ∥·∥F :

Â = argmin
Σ∈Rn×n

∑N

i=1
∥Σ− Zi(Zi)T ∥2F (18)

We will now regularize this formulation to approximate the model errors covariance matrix for all values of
x. Writing ei for the vector with entries defined as the sample errors (ei)k = Mk(X

i)−Y (Xi), we identify
the functions λi as

λ = argmin
l∈H

∑N

i=1
∥PTDiag(elk(X

i))P − ei(ei)T ∥2F + a∥l∥2H (19)

= argmin
l∈H

∑N

i=1

∑n

k=1

(
elk(X

i) − (Pei)2k

)2
+ a∥l∥2H (20)

Here, we denote the entries of the vector-valued function l by lk, and H represents the space of vector-
valued functions selected to approximate the log-eigenvalues. This space could be a RKHS associated with
a particular kernel, a neural network with a specific architecture, or any other normed function space. The
notation ∥·∥H refers to the regularization norm intrinsic to that space, such as the RKHS norm or the
L2-norm of the weights and biases in a neural network.
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Rediscovering softmax. Taking P = In in the proposed formulation our aggregation reduces to

MA(x) = Softmax(−λ(x))TM(x) (21)

Where Softmax(−λ(x))i = e−λi(x)/
∑n

k=1 e
−λk(x). This formulation is very common, particularly for

Mixtures-of-Experts (MoE).

Underdetermination of MEA compared to MVA. Notice that MEA uses only one equation at each
datapoint, namely Y (Xk) ≈ α(Xk)TM(Xk). For a given Y (Xk) and M(Xk), there are many values of
α(XK) satisfying this constraint, indicating that the system is underdetermined. In such a situation, the
regularization will play a crucial role. On the other hand, MVA uses as many equations as there are
models at each data point: eλk(X

i) ≈ (Pei)2k. This makes λ better determined and less reliant on properly
choosing the regularization to achieve good results.

4.3. Choosing the matrix P . We have explored two options for the matrix P :
• P = I, the identity matrix, is the simplest choice.
• P as the orthonormal basis that diagonalizes the empirical covariance matrix C := 1

N

∑N
i=1 eie

T
i .

In the experiments presented below, we only show results for P = I. This choice is straightforward and
delivers accuracy comparable to or better than using the eigenvectors of C.

We also observed that using the empirical covariance matrix can render the method unstable if the
models are highly correlated. Indeed, consider, for instance, two models whose errors are significantly
correlated, leading to the following empirical covariance matrix:

C :=

(
1.1 0.9
0.9 1

)
(22)

In this case, the second eigenvector of C, P2 ≈ 1√
2
(0.97,−1.02), results in 1

TP2 ≈ −0.04, which effec-
tively subtracts the two models. This eigenvector is associated with a small eigenvalue (0.15), indicating
that the difference between the two models has a low variance on average. Since equation (14) depends on
the inverse of the estimated covariance matrix, a small estimated variance eigenvalue eλ2(x) leads to α(x)
having large coefficients with opposing signs. In this scenario, we observed that the aggregation method
can become sensitive to small errors and thereby suffer from poor generalization.

4.4. The Minimal Empirical Variance Aggregate (MEVA) through error estimation. To sum-
marize, we have defined the Minimal Variance Aggregate (MVA) in (14) by assuming the models are
unbiased. To estimate this aggregate from data, we must approximate the error covariance matrix A(x)
for all x. To do so, we choose an orthonormal matrix P as described in section 4.3, and a set of functions
H to approximate the log-eigenvalues of A(x) using equation (19) as described in section 4.2.
Combining these three sections, the error estimation-based Minimal Empirical Variance Aggregate (MEVA)
is defined as

λ = argmin
l∈H

∑N

i=1

∑n

k=1

(
elk(X

i) − (Pei)2k

)2
+ a∥l∥2H (23)

α(x)T =
1
TPTD(x)P

1TPTD(x)P1
where D(x) = Diag [exp(−λk(x)), k = 1, ..., n] (24)

MA(x) =
∑n

i=1
αi(x)Mi(x) (25)

where (ei)k = Mk(X
i)− Y (Xi).

Adding a bias correction. Assuming the models M(x) to be unbiased is necessary to obtain a linear
aggregate, as adding a bias correction will result in an affine aggregation of the form MA(x) = αT (x)M(x)+
β(x). This assumption may, however, be violated in practice, and in this case, bias will be interpreted as
variance. In a context with limited data and little knowledge of the models and target, it would be difficult
to know if an error can be attributed to bias or variance. In the case where it is clear models are biased
and interpreting it as variance hurts accuracy, we may modify our method by accounting for the bias

M(x) = Y (x)1+ Z̃ where
{

E[Z̃(x)] = µ(x)

Cov[Z̃(x)] = A(x)
(26)

In such a model, we must, in addition to λ, train µ. Using the definition of Z̃, we know the loss for µ is
of the form

∑N
i=1(µ(X

i)− ei)TA−1(Xi)(µ(Xi)− ei). Taking P = I, this bias-corrected aggregation would
be:

λ̃, µ̃ = argmin
l,m∈H1×H2

∑N

i=1

∑n

k=1

[(
elk(X

i) − (eik −mk(X
i))2
)2

+ e−lk(X
i)
(
mk(X

i)− eik

)2]
(27)

+ a∥l∥2H1
+ b∥m∥2H2

(28)

α̃(x) = Softmax(−λ̃(x)) (29)

M̃A(x) =
∑n

i=1
α̃i(x)(Mi(x)− µ̃i(x)) (30)
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where H1,H2 are two spaces of functions used to approximate the log-eigenvalues of A(x) and the bias of
the models.
In the Boston housing dataset example in section 5.1, we tried to implement this bias-corrected aggregation,
and it did not yield better results than the simpler method MEVA. While we do not prescribe its use in
general, we will not consider this model in the rest of the paper.

4.5. An alternative, direct Minimal Empirical Variance Aggregation loss. We observed in sec-
tion 4.1 that our approach can be interpreted as minimizing the aggregate’s variance, as we first estimate
the errors of the models and then derive an aggregation using (14). In our model (13), any combination
α s.t. 1

Tα = 1 is an unbiased estimator (and any unbiased estimator has to satisfy this property). To
get our aggregation, we chose the best linear unbiased estimator (BLUE), by minimizing the variance of
α(x)TM(x). Under the model (13), Cov[M(x)] = A(x), so our aggregate is

α(x) = argmin
ν∈Rn

∑n
i=1 νi=1

νTA(x)ν (31)

Instead of estimating A(x) and inverting this estimation to obtain the minimal variance aggregate as
in (14), we propose using an empirical version of the above loss. Specifically, let the empirical covariance
matrices Ai be defined as:

Ai :=

{
PTDiag((Pei)2k, k = 1.., n)P for general P

Diag((Y i −Mk(X
i))2, k = 1.., n) if P = In

(32)

and write H1 for a normed subspace of the space of unbiased aggregators {u : x 7→ u(x) ∈ Rn s.t.
∑n

i=1 ui(x) =
1, ∀x}. Then the proposed alternative approach identifies an aggregator α̃ by minimizing the sample vari-
ance of the aggregate:

α̃ = argmin
u∈H1

∑N

i=1
u(Xi)TAiu(X

i) + a∥u∥2H1
(33)

We employ this strategy in the Boston dataset example (section 5.1). Here, H1 is a set of vector-valued
functions parameterized by a neural network, where the output is constrained to have positive entries
summing to one via a softmax layer. The term ∥u∥2H1

is an L2-norm regularizer applied to the network’s
weights and biases. This method is both straightforward and practical.

5. Experiments

We present three experiments to showcase the effectiveness of our method. The code can be found in
the paper’s repository.

5.1. Aggregation on the Boston housing dataset. The Boston housing dataset [17] is a popular
benchmarking dataset for Machine Learning (ML) applications. It contains N = 506 samples of 14 variables
relating to housing prices in Boston, the task being to predict the median value of a home based on factors
such as criminality or tax rates. We split this dataset into train, validation, and test sets. To evaluate
our method, we train several standard ML methods on the train set: linear regression, decision tree,
random forest, Support Vector Regression (SVR), k-neighbors, and gradient boosting. We then train our
aggregation on the validation set before testing on the test set. To get a fair comparison, we also trained
the ML methods on the train and validation sets combined so that they see the same amount of data
as the aggregate. We first implement our aggregation as described in section 4.2, using GP regressors,
i.e., we place a Gaussian prior λi ∼ N (0, κ) on the unknown λi and we compute their MAP estimator
given available data. This is equivalent to minimizing (19) over λi ∈ Hκ where Hκ is the RKHS defined
by the kernel κ. After experimenting with many kernels, the best we found uses the Matérn kernel
κMatérn(u, v, ρ) =

(
1 +

√
3∥u−v∥

ρ

)
exp

(
−

√
3∥u−v∥

ρ

)
, and is defined as

κ(x, y) = κMatérn(x, y, ρ1) + κMatérn(M(x),M(y), ρ2) (34)

with adequate choice of ρ1, ρ2. This formulation takes into account both the input x and the prediction
M(x) to output the aggregation coefficients α(x).
The results of this experiment are shown in figure 4. The aggregate, denoted GP aggregation, performs
better than all individual models being aggregated. Furthermore, it performs better in Mean Absolute
Error (MAE) than any ML model when fed the same amount of data. However, this performance increase
is small and is not seen in the MSE. We also plot the mean aggregation, which performs well in this
situation.

We conduct a second experiment to demonstrate the effectiveness of our proposed method compared
to direct MSE minimization, as defined by the loss function in equation (6). In this experiment, we use
a small, fully connected neural network1 and train it using two different loss functions: the direct MSE
described in section 3, and the variance minimization loss outlined in section 4.5. The results, presented
in figure 4, highlight the impact of the chosen loss function. Since the only difference between the two
approaches is the loss function, the results clearly illustrate the advantages of error estimation. Specifically,

1See details in the paper’s repository

https://github.com/TheoBourdais/ModelAggregation
https://github.com/TheoBourdais/ModelAggregation
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(a) Comparison in Mean Absolute Error (MAE) (b) Comparison in Mean Squared Error (MSE)

Figure 4. Comparisons of the performance of the different models on the Boston hous-
ing dataset. Red bars are the performance of models trained using the training set and
used in the aggregation. Blue bars show models trained on the training and validation
set (train+val) to get a fair comparison with the aggregations, which also use training
and validation sets. The aggregation does not use the models trained on train+val.

the minimal error aggregation (denoted DNN aggregation MSE in the figure) performs significantly worse
compared to our minimal variance aggregation (denoted DNN aggregation error in the figure). It also
performs worse than the two best models aggregated by a large margin.

5.2. Aggregation of PDE solvers. In this section, we introduce the approach for combining Partial
Differential Equation (PDE) solvers through model aggregation. These examples highlight the flexibility of
our method, demonstrating its ability to aggregate a wide range of models, including both traditional and
machine learning (ML) methods. By incorporating classical PDE solvers into the aggregation framework,
we lower the accuracy threshold necessary for the aggregated solution to outperform individual models.
Notably, this threshold is significantly below the typical 1% relative error benchmark targeted by most
ML-based PDE solvers. We will begin by formulating the aggregation problem within the operator learning
context. Following that, we present two experimental case studies that showcase the effectiveness of our
approach.

5.2.1. Operator Learning in the Aggregation Context. Consider the Laplace equation with zero
Dirichlet boundary conditions on the domain Ω = [0, 1]2 as an illustrative example of a PDE:{

−∆u†(ω) = f(ω) for ω ∈ Ω

u†(ω) = 0 for ω ∈ ∂Ω
(35)

where f ∈ F ⊂ L2(Ω) and u† ∈ Y ⊂ H2(Ω) ∩ H1
0 (Ω) is the solution. The solution operator maps the

source term f to the solution u†. In this context, the solution operator is defined as:

S :

{
F → Y
f 7→ u† (36)

This operator is often approximated using a PDE solver, which can be based on methods like finite
element analysis [5] or spectral methods [16]. Alternatively, the operator can be learned directly from pairs
of input/output solutions, a supervised learning task known as operator learning [19]. Since both PDE
solvers and machine learning methods approximate operators, we can naturally frame our aggregation task
as an aggregation of multiple operators (or PDE solvers), denoted M1, . . . ,Mn. The aggregated operator
MA is then expressed as:

MA(f) =
∑n

i=1
αi(f)Mi(f) ∈ F (37)

where α is an operator that maps F to L2(Ω,Rn).
Remark: Although we presented the most straightforward aggregation operator,
MA(f,M(f)) =

∑n
i=1 αi(f)Mi(f), this is not the only possible approach. In the context of operators, there

exists many alternatives that remain pointwise linear with respect to the models. For instance, another
possible approach is to aggregate Fourier coefficients:

M̃A(f) = T −1
(∑n

i=1
αi(f)T (Mi(f))

)
(38)
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where T represents the Fourier transform. While we explored this option in the following examples, it
did not perform as well as the simpler aggregation method outlined above and is thus not included in this
paper.

5.2.2. The operator aggregation loss. To get the loss for our problem, we will first state the general
loss in the operator learning setting, then modify it for increased performance.
Since the aggregation loss (19) is defined for real-valued objectives with an abstract input x ∈ X , we must
specify X in the context of operator learning. We use X = {(ω, f) ∈ Ω × F}, which means x = (ω, f)
is a choice of point in space and source term. We define Y (x) := S(f)(ω) = u†(ω) ∈ R. Given a grid
(ω1, ...ωN1) ∈ Ω and a set of input functions (f1, .., fN2), we get the N1 ×N2 datapoints Xi,j := (ωi, f j)
for our aggregation. Adapting (19) to this setting, with P = I yields

λ = argmin
l∈H

∑N1

i=1

∑N2

j=1

∑n

k=1

(
elk(X

i,j) − (Y (Xi,j)−Mk(X
i,j))2

)2
+ a∥l∥2H (39)

For reference, (43) and (44) recall how to obtain the aggregation from λ.
Continuous limit: The above loss (39) is a discretization, using the grid (ω1, ...ωN1), of the loss:

min
l∈H

∑N2

j=1

∑n

k=1

∥∥∥elk(fj) − (Y (f j)−Mk(f
j))2

∥∥∥2
L2

+ a∥l∥2H (40)

where ∥g∥2L2
=
∫
Ω
g(ω)2dω. This is important to note as operator learning problems must be viewed as

discretized versions of the continuous limit [11]. In practice, it is necessary to properly treat cases where
the discretization is nonuniform or differs between samples.

When solving PDEs, the focus is often on the order of magnitude of the error, i.e., its logarithm. There-
fore, we may adapt the loss function (39) to account for this. Specifically, observe that if the regularization
parameter a is small, then functions λ obtained from regressors that can interpolate arbitrary data (e.g.,
GPs with universal kernels) may result in a near-zero loss and eλk(X

i,j) → (Y (Xi,j)−Mk(X
i,j))2 := ei,jk

as a → 0.
Thus, we can linearize the exponential around log[ei,jk ] to get a linearized loss:

λl = argmin
l∈H

∑N1

i=1

∑N2

j=1

∑n

k=1

(
lk(X

i,j)− log[ei,jk ]
)2

(ei,jk )4 + a∥l∥2H (41)

This linearized loss shows that samples for which the error is small are down-weighted. This means that
instances where the models perform well are ignored, and the aggregation would focus on instances where
they perform badly. Instead, we use the following more sensitive loss (42), which, in practice, gives good
results on these problems. We also recall the process for obtaining α and the aggregate MA from λs

λs = argmin
l∈H

∑N1

i=1

∑N2

j=1

∑n

k=1

(
lk(X

i,j)− log
[
(Y (Xi,j)−Mk(X

i,j))2
])2

+ a∥l∥2H (42)

α(x) = α(ω, f) = Softmax(−λs(x)) = Softmax(−λs(ω, f)) (43)

MA(x) = MA(ω, f) =
∑n

i=1
αi(x)Mi(x) (44)

In both examples, we use the Fourier Neural Operator (FNO) [20] to learn the operator l.
Remark on the choice of FNO. We also explored a kernel-based approach for operator learning, as
detailed in [6]. Although operator learning using a Matérn kernel yielded good results, FNO offered better
performance with minimal hyperparameter tuning for the examples discussed in this section.

5.3. The Laplace equation. Our first example is the Laplace equation (35). We use six simple solvers
as models: a finite difference method, two finite differences with an inhomogeneous grid (one denser for
x < 0.4, the other for x > 0.4), a spectral method, and a GP solver. Our data is generated by sampling2

random parameters fmax, µ0, µ1, R for functions of the form

u(x, y) = − sin(πx) · sin(πy) · sin

(
fmax · exp

(
−
[
x− µ0

y − µ1

]T
·R ·

[
x− µ0

y − µ1

]))
(45)

Six hundred pairs of functions (fi := ∆ui, ui) are sampled, of which 500 are used for training and 100 for
testing. Figure 5 shows an example of such a pair. These functions and the models are evaluated on a
grid of 100 × 100. The aggregation is performed by FNO, which takes input f and the models’ outputs
and outputs the aggregation coefficients’ logits λ. When training a FNO with parameters θ ∈ Θ ⊂ RNΘ ,
we find the minimizer of (42) with

λ(f) = FNO(θ)(f,M1(f), ..,Mn(f)) for some θ (46)

This is equivalent to setting H = {FNO(θ)(·,M1(·), ..,Mn(·)) for θ ∈ Θ} in (42), with ∥FNO(θ)∥H = ∥θ∥2.

2See details in the paper’s repository

https://github.com/TheoBourdais/ModelAggregation
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Method Geometric Mean of MSE (log10)
Aggregate -6.282

FDM -5.523
Spectral -4.988

GP -4.739
FDM (Asymmetric Right) -4.685
FDM (Asymmetric Left) -4.699

Table 1. Result of Laplace equation experiment

(a) f (b) u

Figure 5. A pair (f, u) s.t. −∆u = f and u(∂Ω) = 0, sampled using (45)

Apart from the GP solver, all other methods perform similarly, with the finite difference method being
the best overall. The GP solver, implemented with a fixed length scale, has two regimes. When the
function ui is not evolving too fast (i.e., when fmax is not too large), the kernel is well specified, and
the GP solver obtains the best performance. On other occasions where fmax is larger, the method fails
and has a substantial error. Thus, the aggregation challenge here is to use the GP when performing well
but ignore it when it fails. Because of the large error in this failure case, we observe that the mean is
a poor aggregation that performs worse than all models aggregated. The result of this experiment is
shown in figure 7a. Our aggregate is consistently among the best performers on each sample and the
best-performing model for many samples. On average, our aggregate performs one order of magnitude
better than the models aggregated, as shown in table 1. An example of model outputs, errors, α, and
final aggregation is shown in figure 6. As a comparison, we also train FNO using a direct MSE loss of the
aggregation, akin to (6). We observe that this method fails as the aggregation converges to a constant,
i.e., α(f, ω) ≈ (1, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0) ∀ f, ω. The model picked is the best-performing model, the finite difference
method. We believe that this convergence to a fixed value, without combining the different models to get
a better one as observed in our method, is due to the absence of the log term that we added in the sharp
loss (42). As we observed in section 5.2.2, without this log it is difficult for a loss to differentiate between
10−3 and 10−9 error. Furthermore, while learning the log-error instead of the error is a simple modification
from (39) to (42), it is difficult to see where this log would be added in a loss like (6).
Finally, we observe that traditional PDE solvers are successfully combined with an ML method (the GP
solver). Moreover, it is combined with FNO to get accuracies that FNO itself cannot reach if it tries to
learn the operator directly.

5.4. Burger’s equation. We now turn to a non-linear PDE, Burger’s equation with periodic boundary
condition and finite time interval:

∂tu(t, x) + ∂x(
1
2
u2(t, x)) = ν∂xxu(t, x) for x, t ∈ [0, 1]2

u(0, x) = f(x) for x ∈ [0, 1]
u(t, 0) = u(t, 1) for t ∈ [0, 1]

(47)

We choose ν = 2.10−3 and pick initial conditions fi as samples from the Gaussian process N (0,Kexp sin2)

where Kexp sin2(x, y) = exp
(
− 2 sin2(π|x−y|)

l2

)
and l = 1.5. With this set of parameters, the initial conditions
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Figure 6. Example of aggregation for the Laplace equation (section 5.3)
Line 1: Outputs of the different models for a certain input f . Line 2: Errors of each
prediction. Line 3: Values of α. Line 4: Aggregate and its error

are infinitely differentiable periodic functions that often, but not always, form a shock within the time frame
studied (t ∈ [0, 1]). We use seven different solvers with the same fixed discretization grid. While the first
five methods implement the viscid version of Burger’s equation directly, for instance, using an explicit
scheme or a finite volume method, the penultimate uses a flux limiter. The last one solves the inviscid
Burger’s equation. With this variety of solvers, we have methods that are accurate in smooth cases when
there is no large shock, an intermediate method that may be more robust to shocks, and a method that
will never diverge even in the presence of shocks, but will be less accurate in general because it solves a
slightly different equation. A good aggregation must be able to recognize artifacts and divergences that
may arise around shocks but use the more precise, although more brittle, solvers in cases where they are
accurate. To perform the aggregation, similarly to the previous section, we use FNO, to which we feed
the models’ prediction as a stack of 2-dimensional arrays (one for time and one for space). Specifically, we
minimize loss (42) with

λ = FNO(θ)(M1(f), ..,Mn(f)) for some θ (48)

The results are displayed in figure 7b. Our method successfully leverages the predictions of the different
models to give a robust and accurate prediction. Those are the behaviors of our aggregation, which can
be separated into a few cases. We find easy initial conditions on the left that all models can approximate
correctly. We may notice the Riemann method, which solves the inviscid Burger’s equation with lower
accuracy. Then, on the left half of the graph, the aggregation mainly relies on the TVD solver, the most
precise, to achieve excellent accuracy. In the right half, the more complex cases, the aggregation has an
accuracy closer to the more robust Riemann solver. In this half, there are cases where the TVD method fails
and diverges and is avoided by our aggregation. Overall, the process can identify each solver’s strengths
and weaknesses and obtain a better average error, as shown in table 2. An example of model outputs,
errors, α, and final aggregation is shown in figure 8.
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(a) Laplace equation (b) Burger’s equation

Figure 7. log MSE of the different methods for: (7a) the Laplace equation; (7b)
Burger’s equation. Samples are sorted by the error of the aggregate

Method Geometric Mean of MSE (log10)
Aggregate -3.106
Riemann -2.734

TVD -2.568
FVM -1.228

Spectral -0.625
Implicit -0.488
Explicit -0.455

Lax-Wendroff -0.455

Table 2. Result of Burger’s equation experiment

6. Discussion

We introduced a general data-driven framework for aggregating models with minimal assumptions. As
demonstrated in the GP model (Section 3.3) and the two pathological examples (Sections 3.2.1 and 3.2.2),
directly training the aggregate model can result in an aggregator that fails to improve upon the performance
of individual models. To address this, we introduced a simple assumption of unbiased models in (13) and
reformulated the aggregation task as a variance minimization problem (Section 4). In one data science
problem (Section 5.1) and two PDE-solving examples (Sections 5.3 and 5.4), our loss function consistently
outperformed the minimal error aggregate and led to an aggregation that surpassed the performance of
the individual models. These latter two examples also illustrate the flexibility of our method, which can
aggregate not only machine learning models but also other types of models, such as PDE solvers, in a
data-driven manner.

Our method relies on the availability of unseen data to estimate the error of different models. Therefore,
in scenarios where data is limited, splitting the data further to create an unseen validation set may
significantly reduce the amount of training data available for the models, potentially impairing overall
performance. Additionally, the aggregation task itself can be challenging, and there is no guarantee that
the aggregate will always outperform the individual models or simpler approaches, such as averaging,
despite the higher computational cost.

Lastly, while we focused on specific aggregation strategies for the regression case, particularly those
involving mean squared error, we believe our findings could extend to other aggregation methods. Ideally,
the aggregation process should be pointwise linear and supported by a probabilistic model that justifies its
structure. Most importantly, the aggregation method should focus on learning the errors of the individual
models, rather than the target itself. To achieve this, the training loss must incorporate the models’ errors
without access to the true target values.
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Figure 8. Example of aggregation for Burger’s equation (section 5.4)
Line 1: Outputs of the different models for a certain input f . Line 2: Errors of each
prediction. Line 3: Values of α. Line 4: Aggregate and its error
We may notice that explicit, implicit, and Lax-Wendroff methods all diverged, while the
spectral method displays spurious oscillations. The aggregation does not have any of
these problems.
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Appendix A. Vector-valued Gaussian process and matrix-valued kernel

This section is a reminder on vector/matrix-valued GPs/kernels [2]. We define a matrix-valued kernel
as a function K : X × X → Rn×n such that,

• ∀x, x′ ∈ X ,K(x, x′) = K(x′, x)T

• ∀x1, .., xN ∈ X , ∀y1, .., yN ∈ Rn,∑
1≤i,j≤N

yT
i K(xi, xj)yj ≥ 0 (49)

This generalizes the positivity and symmetry conditions for defining a kernel. Each matrix-valued kernel
uniquely defines a zero-mean vector-valued Gaussian process ξ such that :

• ∀x ∈ X , ξ(x) ∼ N (0,K(x, x))
• ∀x, x′ ∈ X , Cov [ξ(x), ξ(x′)] = K(x, x′)

One interesting example of such a vector-valued Gaussian process is the case of n independent Gaussian
processes, corresponding to K being diagonal. One can then understand general vector-valued GP as
adding correlation to the coordinates, each being its own GP.

Appendix B. Solving (11)

We aim to solve the following optimization problem:

α̂ = argmin
α∈HK

1

N

∑N

i=1

[
Y i(xi)− α(xi)

TM i(xi)
]2

+ γ∥α∥2HK
(50)

Applying the representer theorem, we deduce that the solution α̂ can be represented as α̂ = (K(·, x1), . . . ,K(·, xN ))V ,
where V ∈ RnN . Additionally, we define the matrix M ∈ RN×nN as follows:

M =

M1

...
MN

 , (51)
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where each Mi = (M(xi)
TK(xi, x1), . . . ,M(xi)

TK(xi, xN )). The optimal vector V is then given by:

V = argmin
v∈RnN

∥Y −Mv∥2 + λvTKv (52)

where K is a block matrix such that Kij = K(xi, xj) for 1 ≤ i, j ≤ N . Define the matrix D ∈ RN×nN as:

D =


M(x1)

T 0 . . . 0
0 M(x2)

T . . . . . .
... . . .

. . .
...

0 . . . . . . M(xN )T

 (53)

Observe that M = DK. Using the matrix identity:

(P−1 +BTR−1B)−1BTR−1 = PBT (BPBT +R)−1 (54)

where P−1 = λK, B = M, and R = I, we derive:

V =
1

λ
K−1MT

(
1

λ
MK−1MT + I

)−1

Y (55)

= DT (DKDT + I)−1Y (56)

It follows that (DKDT )ij = MT (xi)K(xi, xj)M(xj) = k̃(xi, xj). Thus, the final model prediction at a
new point x is given by:

MA(x) = M(x)TK(x,X)V (57)
where K(x,X) = (K(x, x1), . . . ,K(x, xN )) so that α̂(x) = K(x,X)V . By identifying that M(x)TK(x,X)DT =

k̃(x,X), we can conclude:
MA(x) = k̃(x,X)(k̃(X,X) + λI)−1Y (58)
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